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2016 HOME OF THE YEAR

ARCHITECTURE & CONSTRUCTION BY JLF DESIGN BUILD

INTERIOR DESIGN BY WRJ DESIGN ASSOCIATES

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE BY VERDONE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

TS HARD TO FOOL THE HUMAN EYE.

It can immediately sense when a building’s scale is unsuit-
able, when its proportions are off, or when its materials feel
out of place. It also perceives when an architect has gotten
these details exactly right. It may not understand why, but it
knows when a place just feels good.

Architect Paul Bertelli does know why. And though the
answer is different for every building created by his team at
JLF Design Build, a collaboration between JLF & Associates
and Big-D Signature, it always begins with a response to the
site—not just its topography and views, but its regional and
historical contexts as well.

For the 2016 Home of the Year, a contemporary home-
stead built for a young family of five, that site is a sloping 35
acres atop Gros Ventre West, a finger of aspen-dotted hills
halfway between the towns of Jackson and Wilson, Wyoming.
Bertelli, project architect Ashley Sullivan and project man-
ager Tyler Call wanted the home to appear to grow out of this
landscape. “And in order to do that,” Bertelli says, “we had to
respect the canvas we were given.”

The home comprises a series of buildings that step down
the hillside in a configuration Bertelli describes as “open
arms.” In the center of that embrace is the understated entry,
a little log building with a simple wooden truss above its
porch. To its left, a guesthouse, garage and equipment shed
are built into the hillside, with sage and wild grasses grow-
ing over the guesthouse roof. To the entry’s right is a stone
structure containing the kitchen and living room. Stepping
down from that building is the bedroom wing, a small log
cabin “that looks like it has been there forever,” Bertelli says.

Though their home is built of weathered Montana moss
rock and rustic reclaimed wood, the owners wanted more than
a replica of a vintage building. “We designed this home not
just for the couple, but for their three children who will grow
up here and use it forever,” Bertelli says. “The house conveys
a sense of optimism; it’s about the future.”

To translate that feeling into architecture, the design team
began by incorporating broad expanses of ultra-efficient

In the living room, excess grout

was wiped away from the rock walls’
mortar joints to create a “smoother
texture and softer, more feminine
look,” architect Paul Bertelli says.
The homeowners’ midcentury Edward
Wormley sofas are complemented

by a Calvin Klein lounge chair and

a custom coffee table by Antoine
Proulx. A large oil painting by Bradford
Stewart rests atop the stone mantel.

steel-and-glass windows—"“shifting gears in terms of centu-
ries, sophistication and technology,” Bertelli says. They built
board-and-batten-style exterior siding with industrial Cor-Ten
rusted steel, and added muscular steel beams to contrast with
the living room and kitchen’s reclaimed-wood ceilings and
rare American chestnut floors.

In the kitchen, they pushed the contrast of rustic and con-
temporary to the extreme, choosing opaque white glass for
the room’s custom frameless cabinetry. “We wanted some-
thing unusual yet practical, powerful yet transparent,” Ber-
telli explains. “It’s the iPhone in the room.”

Interior designers Rush Jenkins and Klaus Baer, principals
of WRJ Design Associates, and contributing designer Emily
Janak emphasized these striking juxtapositions by highlighting
the homeowners’ collection of Midcentury Modern furniture,
including a George Nakashima credenza, Edward Wormley
sofas, and eight rosewood dining chairs by Henning Kjaernulf.

“What made this project stimulating and challenging was
selecting furniture, antiques, rugs, fabrics, art and accessories
that would make those modern pieces really sing,” Jenkins says.
“Midcentury furnishings typically have open arms, exposed legs
and minimal cushions on the seats or backs, so we introduced
some weightier furnishings to counterbalance that lightness.”

To accentuate the clean lines, the designers selected vel-
vet, suede, mohair, linen and cashmere upholstery in a light
palette inspired by the home’s natural surroundings: soft sage
greens from the hillsides, pale blues from the skies and rich
creams from the mountaintops.

The size and function of each room reflect a family that
lives in contemporary ways. In lieu of a grand dining room,
the homeowners requested several intimate dining areas: a
small table with banquette in the kitchen, an adjacent out-
door dining table and the living room’s custom game table
that can expand to seat eight guests.

The homeowners also preferred an understated approach
to the master suite. “They said, ‘We sleep here, but we live
our life with our family in the kitchen, living room and out-
doors,” Bertelli says of the cozy log-walled bedroom. In the
adjacent bathroom, the homeowners traded large mirrors for
a view of the entire Teton Range. “Looking out that window
is a wonderful start to the day,” the wife says. “The view re-
minds us that this is an incredible place to live.”

The little room perfectly sums up the philosophy that
guided every aspect of this home’s design: On this ridge-top
site, where the surroundings are so dramatic and the views
so majestic, nothing should interrupt the experience of the
natural beauty outside. ©
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: In the living room, Random Lights from
Moooi hang over a custom coffee table, designed by Houser and built
by Integrity Builders in Bozeman. The New York Chair by Alchemy
Collections adds a splash of color in the corner of the living room.
Expanses of glass let in natural light and add to the home’s contempo-
rary style. FACING PAGE: “I think of the home’s materials not as
decorative, but as an extension of the landscape,” says Pearson.
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THIS PAGE: Engineering the kitchen’s cabinetry was “like building a German car,” Bertelli says. “The alignment was critical, the
glass couldn’t chip, the corners couldn’t break.” Italian Basaltina countertops and a Lindsey Adelman chandelier accent the sleek
expanse. The adjacent dining area’s table and banquette are custom pieces by WRJ Design Associates; Bolier's Kata armchairs
provide extra seating. Pistil pendants from Holly Hunt hang overhead. OPPOSITE: In the kitchen’s sitting room, a pair of Finn
Juhl’s Danish Modern armchairs and a Verellen loveseat cozy up to a custom walnut-and-bronze coffee table by Zac Seipel.

MOUNTAIN LIVING: ARE STEEL-FRAMED WINDOWS ENERGY EFFICIENT?

PAUL BERTELLI: Not always. If it's 30 below zero outside, a simple piece of steel
will be 20 below inside, so you lose energy through the glass and the frame. But this
home’s steel windows have an isolation joint that separates the outside metal from
the inside metal, which prevents cold air from being transferred to the interior.

ML: HOW ABOUT LOG WALLS?

PB: Log buildings are notoriously leaky. Our projects often incorporate old log
buildings that we source from all over the country. Here in Teton County, we’re held
to a high standard of energy efficiency. Our solution is to split each log in half, build
a very narrow hermetically sealed wall, and then apply the inside of each log to the
interior and the outside of the log to the exterior, like a sandwich.

ML: HOW DO YOU PRESERVE THE LOG BUILDINGS’ BEAUTIFUL CORNERS?
PB: You can't just slice that part of the building in half, so that’s where the craft
comes in. We do what’s called a pistol cut: All of the log is sliced in half except for
the first 8 to 12 inches on each side. This maintains the highly crafted, beautifully
weathered corners that are vital to preserving the authenticity of the building.
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“OLD LOG BUILDINGS ARE LESS THAN TRANS-
PARENT. THEIR JOB WAS TO KEEP PEOPLE WARM
DURING A 30-BELOW-ZERO WINTER. BUT TODAY
WE WANT TO EXPERIENCE THE OUTDOORS ALL
THE TIME, EVEN WHEN WE'RE INSIDE.”

architect Paul Bertelli
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For a guide to this home’s products and pros, visit mountainliving.com/homeoftheyear2016.
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